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INTRO 
• Access to energy needed to fuel 

livelihoods.
Bioenergy products can provide energy 
income, while reducing (GHG) 
emissions.

• Croton megalocarpus (Croton) is an 
indigenous, prolific and widely 
distributed tree in East Africa.

• It is valuable feedstock for several 
applications.

• Croton seeds contain approximately 30-
32% oil by weight and have a high 
protein content of 50%.

METHODS
Business case study and a choice 
experiment to examine household 
preferences in planting, cultivating, 
collecting and selling of seeds to the 
market.

RESULTS
• For the poorest farmers surveyed, this 

additional income contributed up to 33-
50% of their annual income.

• ‘grateful to have money now’ and, ‘this is 
our coffee’.

• 91% of the respondents) are interested 
and willing to plant (more) croton trees. 

• Only 48% of the collectors are satisfied 
with the current model arrangement.

ACTIONS 
• Low labor requirements (alternative 

business models).
• Production efficiencies. 
• Commercialization of products: optimal 

product mix, new products, niche 
markets.
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Development of a Croton value 
chain can have positive impacts on 

rural livelihoods in East Africa

Croton suitability map for 
Kenya based on temperature, 
rainfall and elevation 
(landscapes portal: 
http://landscapeportal.org/m
aps/1740/view
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